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REZA MOUSAVI

PhD candidate in Management and 

Information Systems at ESSEC 

Business School

Works on cool things like cyborg 

activism through social media

Speaks English, Farsi and pretends 

he does not speak French....

reza.mousavi@sciencespo.fr

mailto:reza.mousavi@sciencespo.fr


APOLLINE TAILLANDIER

PhD student in political science 

at Sciences Po

Looks at how transhumanism 

has become one of the new 

powerful ideas of our time, 

inspiring the likes of Elon Musk, 

Ray Kurzweil from Google and 

many others….

Speaks French and English and 

pretends she speaks Russian

apolline.taillandier@sciencespo.fr

mailto:apolline.taillandier@sciencespo.fr


WEITING CHAO

Ph.D. student in political science 

(international relations) at 

Sciences Po and a member of 

Centre d'études européennes

(CEE). 

Looks at financial crime in 

carbon markets

Speaks English and French

weiting.chao@sciencespo.fr

mailto:weiting.chao@sciencespo.fr


MOODLE



MOODLE

https://moodle.sciences-po.fr



MOODLE: What you can find there

• Required readings for each session

• Additional material after each session

• Q&A forums 

– Building on your questions in session

• Upload and get feedback on mid-term papers



QUESTIONS & TWITTER
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Tweet your questions to @Ask_Gr8

&

Follow @Ask_Gr8 for relevant links



HOW DOES IT WORK?

• There will be 15mns breaks in the flow of the 

lectures (2 to 3 breaks during each lecture) where

the Profs will take two to three questions in turn.

• The other questions will appear on the Moodle 

and will get feedback / answers and generate the 

provision of complementary documents



RESOURCES



THE LIBRARY @ SCIENCES PO

• Training sessions organized specifically for students of 

the School of Management and Innovation. "Library for 

success: methodology and practicalities of searching for 

information".

– Friday September 8 from 10:15 to 12:15

– Wednesday September 13 from 8:00 to 10:00

– Friday September 15 from 10:15 to 12:15

– Friday September 22 fom 10:15 to 12:15

– Friday September 29 fom 10:15 to 12:15

• From now on, you can already choose your training session! 

Please register here.

• Should you have any questions on this training, please contact 

directly the Library team formation.bib@sciencespo.fr.

http://sciencespo.libcal.com/calendar.php?cid=2957&t=d&d=2017-08-30&cal[]=2957
mailto:formation.bib@sciencespo.fr


COURSE REQUIREMENTS



INDIVIDUAL PAPER
(Mid-term)



YOU OWE US EACH INDIVIDUALLY A 2 PAGES NOTE ON ONE OF THE 9 HOT 
TOPICS OF THIS CLASS

WAITING FOR THIS ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 22 

YOU SHOULD UPLOAD IT ON MOODLE

• IDENTIFY AND FRAME AN ISSUE OF INTEREST TO YOU CONNECTED TO ONE OF 
THE 9 HOT TOPICS PRESENTED BELOW (ie. Should we regulate Artificial 
Intelligence; Do carbon markets make sense? Can philanthropy replace the 
welfare state?)

WHAT ARE THE KEY POINTS OF DEBATE AROUND THAT ISSUE?
WHO ARE THE ACTORS INVOLVED IN THAT DEBATE?
WHICH ARE THE MAIN POSITIONS (ARGUMENTS) THAT CONFRONT EACH OTHER? 
WHAT ARE THE POSIBLE CONSEQUENCES AND IMPACTS OF THESE DIFFERENT 
POSITIONS? 
WHAT IS YOUR OWN ASSESSMENT OF THESE DIFFERENT POSITIONS / ARGUMENTS?



HOT TOPICS – COMMONS N°1

• The Purpose of the Corporation?

• Tax Responsibility or Philanthrocapitalism?

• Challenges of Transnational Governance



SMI

HOT TOPICS – COMMONS N°2

• Sharing economy

• Governing digital platforms and algorithms

• Digital politics



HOT TOPICS – COMMONS N°3

• Negotiating climate change

• Stopping biodiversity destruction

• Preserving ecosystems/Preserving human 
habitats



COLLECTIVE PROJECT



GROUPS

• 42 groups of 10 people

• Diversity across programs and gender

• English and French speaking groups

• 14 groups associated with each TA

Will email the composition of each group 

and TA in charge



PROJECT TOPICS

• PRODUCT

• SERVICE

• POLICY

• Dealing with one of the 9 Hot Topics



PROJECT FORMATS

• From Traditional to more Innovative

• Papers, Poster, Presentation, WebDoc

• Performance

• Video

• Websites & Apps

• Social experiments

• Innovation in format matters!



PROCESS

• Meet your group ASAP

• Work on identifying and framing a first 

idea

• Meetings with TAs

• First meeting on 27th Sept 

• At least two representatives per group

• All groups are required to send representatives



MEETINGS ON SEPTEMBER 27th

• Weiting Chao – 8 to 10 am. Room 900, 9 

rue de la Chaise.

• Apolline Taillandier – 19.15 to 21.15. 

Room 23, 27 rue Saint Guillaume

• Reza Mousavi – 12.30 to 14.30. Room 

H101, 28 rue des Saints Pères.



OTHER MEETINGS WITH TAs

• There will be two more meetings where TAs will 

be available for your groups. 

• You can send representatives to those meetings

• You should let your TA know at least 3 days 

before that your group will be coming to the 

meeting and indicate ahead what you will be 

needing most help with.



EVALUATION

• First evaluation through three pairs of 

TA/Prof

• Collective Jury – 3 TAs and 3 Profs to 

ensure fair evaluation

• Identification of the most striking 10 

projects

• Organization of an event for presentation 

of those ten projects

• Vote for the 3 Winners
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